but could find a place in the libraries of departments of anaesthesia or pain management centres as a reference and resource for trainees.
Retailing at $510 it is a reasonable investment, particularly with the CD of the images.
M. SChutze R. GouCke Perth, Western Australia Churchill's Pocketbooks: Anaesthesia. M. Nathanson, R. Mahajan; Churchill Livingstone-Elsevier; Distributor: Elsevier Australia-www.elsevier. com.au, 30-52 Smidmore St, Marrickville, N.S.W. 2204; $54.55; 105×185 mm; pp. 339; ISBN 10: 0-44307-026-1; ISBN 13: 978-0-44307-026-6. This handbook has been written for junior anaesthesia trainees in the United Kingdom. It contains sections on basic science, preoperative assessment, conduct of anaesthesia, regional anaesthesia and other aspects of anaesthesia.
As a handbook it succeeds in being of a suitable size to fit into one's pocket. It is 340 pages long and its dimensions are 105×185×15 mm. Like most handbooks, it has to be deliberately brief on many topics and dismisses many subjects as being beyond its scope. This is not a failing, but should be recognised as a limitation of such publications. In consequence, it contains several inaccuracies due to the lack of space for a more complete discussion.
Being a U.K.-directed publication it contains many terms unfamiliar to Australian and New Zealand trainees. The units used are different and reference to different hospital terminology is potentially a problem. It also contains a section on training in the U.K. which is not applicable to local trainees. Many of the principles contained in these sections however would be useful to the junior trainee.
There is a brief discussion on basic science covering physiology, pharmacology, physics, equipment and monitoring which would be a useful introduction to the junior trainee and helpful in introducing new equipment to the novice. It would be more complete if it included depth of anaesthesia monitoring.
The sections on conduct of anaesthesia concisely review what to expect and prepare for in many areas of anaesthesia. These give useful tips to the inexperienced on what to expect and consider when providing anaesthesia for surgical specialities and special situations.
The regional anaesthesia section is most focused on central neuraxial blockade and provides dosages and protocols that differ from Australian practice, reflecting regional differences. Peripheral neural blockade is also mentioned, but lacks the space or illustrations to be useful. Its brevity does not allow for useful instruction and the description of a mixed variety of simple and complex blocks is incomplete.
In the "Other Aspects" section there is an account of the types of situations a trainee may encounter working as an ICU junior trainee and a section on managing postoperative patients. At the end of the book is a section on managing perioerative disasters and complications called Action Plans. This is a cookbook of how to identify and treat many problems like failure to recover, myocardial ischaemia and Jehovah's Witness patients. This is a good checklist for the junior trainee and if followed would help patients receive appropriate initial care in a crisis. There is lack of emphasis on calling for help early.
This book is directed at junior trainees and is a good book for that group. Australian and New Zealand trainees would find it useful and probably an indispensable friend in their first year of training, especially if they are yet to complete the primary exam. Many departments would benefit from making use of the action plans for their department policies, with appropriate modifications for local conditions. Unfortunately the aspects of the book that are unique to the U.K. do mean there would have to be some interpretive translation required. A total of 269 authors have combined to produce this impressive textbook. The 1805 pages incorporate 144 chapters ranging in length from four to 30 pages -most are only 10 to 15 pages. The chapters are deliberately short and focused. The text contains a vast number of comprehensive lists, diagrams, flow charts and excellent illustrations, some in colour.
The textbook succeeds in presenting contemporary views on the basic science underpinning paediatric critical illness and injury, as well as current evidence on clinical management. Sampling a wide spectrum of topics proved very satisfying, as the book provided specific answers to critical questions supported by up- This text covers a broad clinical area not limited to the traditional detailed description of the effects and management of toxicity by various agents. There is not only the expected comprehensive review of toxicology but also substantial sections devoted to placing these in clinical context. This includes very good sections on the often poorly dealt with topics of pharmacogenetic variation in poisonings and the interaction of poisonings with inherited and acquired metabolic disorders. There is considerable space devoted to consideration of the effects of poisonings from an organ system perspective, which adds considerable strength to the book.
The text is well laid out, most chapters' writing styles are flowing and there are well-placed, generally useful summary boxes emphasising key points. References are plentiful and include quite recent papers in most chapters.
Detractors are the use of cute heart-shaped symbols in every page corner and, more importantly, an attempt at providing a general summary of resuscitation with sections on topics such as intubation and cardiovascular support which would have been better dealt with by referring the reader to specialised texts. The content does reflect the largely North American authorship and there are aspects of management which reflect regional practice.
There is a section on envenomation which touches on major local envenomations, but specific texts would be required for a department library in Australasia.
The book is moderately expensive and its level of detail means that personal copies will probably
